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from our study will be situated into the larger body of literature pertaining to people’s conceptions of global climate 

change and environmental action. 

11. Subject Population 
Describe characteristics of the subject population, such as anticipated number, age range, gender, ethnic 
background, and health status.  Identify the criteria for inclusion and exclusion.   
 
Our participants will include 30 college freshmen from EKU who have attended middle and high school in the 

Appalachian region of the U.S. The freshmen participants must be at least 18 years of age. Ideally, there will be an 

equal number of males and females, as well as diversity among other attributes; however, as participants will be 

recruited through the Eastern Progress Newspaper and accepted into the study on a first-come, first-serve basis, 

such characteristics will not be used to include or exclude students. As with most qualitative research, all 

participants’ voices are important. 

 
12. Recruitment of Subjects 

Describe how prospective subjects will be identified for recruitment and describe the recruitment procedures.  
Attach copies of any materials that will be used for the recruitment of subjects (i.e., advertisements, flyers, 
telephone scripts, verbal recruitment scripts, cover letters, etc.) 

  
Students will be recruited via an advertisement in the Eastern Progress Newspaper. Students will be accepted as 
participants in the study based on a first-come, first-serve basis as long as he/she is at least 18 years of age, a 
freshman at EKU, and has attended high school within EKU’s service region. Students who complete the study will 
receive a payment of $10 for his/her time. 
 
Following is the advertisement to be posted in the Eastern Progress Newspaper on September 3, 2009: 
 
Freshmen, if you are at least 18 and want to earn $10, you can participate in a Geography study. For more 
information, e-mail Professor Yow at sonja.yow@eku.edu. 

 
 
13. Research Procedures 

Describe the research procedures to be followed that pertain to the human subjects.  Be specific about what you 
will do and how you will do it.   
 

Using a phenomenological study design, as called for by Gerber (1996), Martin (2005), and Payne (1998), data 
will be gathered from student participants using individual written surveys, a collaborative hands-on activity 
focusing on images of climate change, and in-depth interviews with student pairs. The collaborative activity and 
interviews will be conducted with student pairs using a quasi-naturalistic approach in order to encourage a verbal 
exchange of ideas that will provide deep insight into each student’s knowledge and experiences.  In the activity, 
students will be asked to place individual photographs of local, national, and global phenomena into one of four 
categories: 1) a cause of climate change, 2) an effect of climate change, 3) a cause and effect of climate change, 4) 
no clear relationship to climate change.  Examples of illustrations include mountain top removal, traffic, 
deforestation, etc.). Following completion of this task, student pairs will answer questions from a semi-structured 
interview protocol. A semi-structured interview protocol allows for follow-up and expansion on questions when 
necessary.  

Interview questions will relate to why students placed images into their respective categories, how it is that 
they acquired the knowledge that led to that reasoning, and the relationship that humans play in the phenomena at 
hand. Additionally, students will be asked about actions that they take or would be willing to undertake in an effort 
to reverse any negative impacts of human-induced climate change.  

 














